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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1953 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met (pursuant to S. Res. 40, agreed to January 
30, 1953) at 10:40 a. m., in the caucus room of the Senate Office 
Building, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy (chairman of the subcom- 
mittee) presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin. 

Present also: Francis P. Carr, executive director; Thomas W. 
LaVenia, assistant counsel; Daniel G. Buckley, assistant counsel; and 
Ruth Y. Watt, chief clerk. 

The CHatrmMan. We will proceed. 

Mr. Marcel Ullmann. 

Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

In the matter now in hearing before the committee, do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. UtuMaAnn. I do; yes, sir. 

The CHarrman, I may say the staff has been asked to subpena Mr. 
Telford Taylor, known as General Taylor, and we have checked with 
the Civil Service Commission and find that his file has been flagged 
on loyalty grounds, and we find unusual activities he has engaged in, 
and we find he has interested himself very greatly in this investiga- 
tion of espionage at Fort Monmouth. Some of his associations would 
indicate that he may be able to give us some information of value on 
that case. 

3efore calling him, we doublechecked to make sure that his file is 
flagged and that he is ineligible himself to get a job in any Govern- 
ment agency at this time. I understand he is retired, and we are 
going to see if he is getting a pension or in what way the Government 
is supporting him. 


TESTIMONY OF MARCEL ULLMANN 


The CHatrman. Mr. Ullmann, will you give the reporter your full 
name ¢ 

Mr. Utimann. My name is Marcel Ullmann. 

The CHAIRMAN. How do you spell that? 

Mr. Uvimann. U-I-l-m-a-n-n. 

The CHarrmMan. You are not working at Fort Monmouth as of 
today and have not worked there for a number of years; is that cor- 
rect ? 
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Mr. Unumann. Yes, sir. 

The Carman. When was the last time you worked at Fort Mon- 
mouth? 

Mr. Utimann. I can’t recall the exact date. 

The CHairman. The year? 

Mr. Uttmann. It was about 6 years ago I should say, about 1947. 

The Cuarrman. When did you start working i in the Signal Corps 
lab? 

Mr. ULtmaNnn. Just prior to the outbreak of the war; I believe it 
was December 1941. 

The Crarmman. Would you prefer not having the cameramen 
there? 

Mr. Utimann. I guess it doesn’t matter, sir. 

The Crarrman. In what year did you say? 

Mr. Unumann. I believe it was December i941, just prior to Pear! 
Harbor. 

The Cuatrman, Now, at the time you were working at Fort Mon- 
mouth, up until 1947, were you at any time supplying information to 
iny members of the Rosenberg spy ring? 

Mr. Utimann. I must decline to answer, sir, on my constitutional 
rights. 

The Cuamman. Do you feel if you were to tell us the truth in an- 
swer to that question, that your answer might tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. Urimann. I know that the Constitution states that a witness 
may not be compelled or a man may not be compelled to be a witness 
igainst himself, and on that basis I must respectfully decline to an- 
swer. 

The Cuatrman. The fifth amendment provides that you need not 
iuswer any question if you feel a truthful answer might tend to in- 
criminate you, and I am asking you the simple question now: Do you 
feel that if you were to truthfully answer that question, the answer 
might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Utitmann. I don’t know what application you put to the fifth 
amendment, sir; I happen to have a copy of the Constitution with me, 
and may I quote, sir, that the fifth amendment provides—I will take 
the pertinent part. 

The Carman. I will not hear any reading by you of the Con- 
stitution until I first ask you this question: Do you belong to an or- 
ganization or have you belonged to an organization which taught the 
destruction of the Constitution? 

Mr. Utimann. I must decline to answer on the grounds I have just 
stated. 

The Cuarrman. Well, we see this happen every day; we see you 
Communists come before us and take advantage of a provision of 
the Constitution which you are trying to destroy. I am going to 
order you to answer the question unless you will tell me that you 
feel that a truthful answer in your opinion would tend to incriminate 
you. That is the only ground upon which you can refuse to answer. 

Mr. Unumann. Sir, I only know the fact that I can understand, 
and to me the wording of the fifth amendment is very clear and 
precise. 

The CHatrman. Will you have the record show that the witness 
on three different occasions has been given the opportunity to tell the 
Chair whether or not he feels his answer would tend to incriminate 
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him, and he refuses to answer that simple question, and therefore 
he has no right to answer the original question on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. Therefore, you are ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. Utimann. I repeat, sir, that the Constitution states that no one 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself. 
[ must respectfully dec ‘line to answer. 

The CHarrman. Were you engaged in espionage during the time 
you were working in the Signal Corps laboratories at Fort 
Monmouth ? 

Mr. Utimann. I must decline to answer, sir, on the reason pre- 
viously stated. 

The CrarrMan. Have you been, as recently as September 15 of this 
year, in contact with people working at Fort Monmouth, obtaining 
classified information from them and passing that classified infor- 
mation on to Communist espionage agents? 

Mr. Uttmann. Sir, I must decline to answer that for the reason 
stated previously. 

The Cuairman. Do you feel that a truthful answer might tend to 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Utitmann. I repeat, sir, I must decline to answer that on the 
grounds I have stated, that a man cannot be compelled to be a witness 
against himself. 

The Cuarrman. You are ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. UttMann. I repeat, sir, the Constitution states that it is my 
prerogative not to answer and not to be compelled to answer or be 
a witness against myself. The Constitution states that a man may 
not be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The CuairMan. Just so there can be no claim at some future legal 
proceeding that you did not understand what was going on here, let 
us have the record clear that you were advised on a number of 
occasions by this Chair that you were entitled to have legal counsel 
here, and you were advised we would give you all the time you wanted 
to get a lawyer ; and we gave you an adjournment in New York for that 
purpose, and you came back without legal counsel. And in view of 
the fact that you do not have legal counsel here, the Chair has 
advised you that you have no right to refuse under the fifth amend- 
ment of the Constitution unless you first tell the Chair that you 
feel that your answer might tend to incriminate you. 

You have refused to do that, and for that reason the Chair has 
ordered you to answer. And let us have the record show that the 
witness persists in his refusal. 

I would suggest that you obtain a lawyer, and your case will be 
submitted to the Senate for contempt action, and I assume that the 
Justice Department will present it to the grand jury for indictment. 

Do you understand, if you have not been engaged i in espion: age in 
the last couple of weeks, you could merely say, “No, I was not,” and 
that could not incriminate you? The only basis upon which you can 
refuse is that the answer would tend to incriminate you. 

Let me ask you another question: Did you know Aaron Coleman at 
the time you were at Fort Monmouth? 

Mr. Utimann. I must respectfully decline to answer on the grounds 
I have stated. 
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The CuamMan. Do you feel that a truthful answer to the question 
of whether or not you knew Aaron Coleman might tend to incrimi- 
ate you ¢ 

Mr. Utimann. I must repeat that the Constitution states that a 
man cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The Cuarrman. You are then ordered to answer the question of 
whether or not you knew Aaron Coleman at the time you were work- 
ing at Fort Monmouth. 

Mr. UtiMann. I repeat, sir, that it is my constitutional right not 
to be a witness against myself. 

The Cuairman. Now, Coleman was in here yesterday, and it ap- 
pears that he had been removing secret aan other classified material 
from the Fort Monmouth and other laboratories, and there is a seri- 
ous question as to what he was doing with that material. Was any of 
that material ever given to you for transmission to a Communist 
espionage agent ¢ 

Mr. UtiuMann. I must decline to answer, sir, on the grounds stated. 

The CHatrMan. Now, Mr. Ullmann, you understand, of course, 
being a friend of Coleman’s when you give that answer, if you are 
honest in feeling that would incriminate you, you are definitely in- 
ecriminating Coleman? Do you understand that? 

Mr. ULLMANN. You are assuming, sir, that I am a friend of Cole- 
man or that I knew Coleman. 

The CuamrMan. Are you a friend of Coleman’s? 

Mr. ULLMANN. Sir, I must decline to answer on the grounds stated. 

The Cuatrman. Do you feel that if you were to tell us whether or 
not you were a close friend of Aaron Coleman’s, that answer would 
tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Utitmann. | am sorry, sir, I must decline to answer again on 
the grounds stated. 

The CHarmMan. You are ordered to answer the question then as to 
whether or not you were a close friend of Aaron Coleman. Will you 
desist while I am asking the question. 

Mr. Utimann. I am sorry. 

The CHatrMan. You are ordered then to answer the question of 
whether or not you knew Aaron Coleman, for the reason you are 
not entitled to any fifth-amendment privilege when you refuse to state 
whether or not you feel the answer would tend to incriminate you. 

Mr. ULLMANN. Sir, it is my understanding that the fifth amend- 
ment of the Constitution implies no guilt as such, and it is protecting 
the innocent as well as the guilty, and I am invoking the fifth amend- 
ment so that nothing I can say may be in any way testimony against 
myself. 

The Cuamman. No; the Fifth Amendment is for the purpose of 
providing a man who is guilty of a crime that he need not send him- 
self to jail. If I ask you the question, “Are you a member of the 
Communist Party today?”, if you are not, by saying “No” you can- 
not be incriminated. You do have the privilege, if you have been 
engaging in espionage work, as you very obviously have been, you are 
entitled to refuse to answer, because under our Constitution even 
though you were trying to destroy it, even though you belonged to 
an organization for years that has been trying to destroy it, you are 
still entitled to the protection of that Constitution. 
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Let us have it very clear when you say, “I refuse to answer be- 
cause if I were to tell the truth it would incriminate me,” you are 
giving the committee and the country some information. Of course, 
it cannot be used against you in a criminal trial. 

Up until at least 10 days ago, were you on the payroll of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Uttmann. Sir, I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
that a man cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The Cuaatrman. Do you feel if you were to answer the question 
as to whether or not up to 10 days ago you were on the payroll of 
the Communist Party, that that answer might tend to incriminate 
you? 

Mr. Utimann. I repeat, sir, that the Constitution provides that 
a man may not be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The CuHatmrman. Did you organize a Communist Party unit or 
cell known as the Shore Club unit of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Utimann. Sir, I must decline to answer on the grounds that 
a man cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The CHatrmMan. Do you feel if you were to tell us the truth in 
answer to that question, the answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Uttmann. I repeat, sir, that the Constitution provides that 
a man may not be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The CHarrman. You are then ordered to answer the question of 
whether or not you organized a unit or cell of the Communist Party 
known as the Shore Club? 

Mr. Utitmann. I must decline, sir, on the grounds that a man 
cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The Cuatrman. Was the purpose of that Shore Club unit of the 
Communist Party to infiltrate the employees at Fort Monmouth for 
espionage purposes ? 

Mr. Utitmann. Again, sir, I must decline to answer on the grounds 
that a can cannot be ocarintiad to testify against himself. 

The Cratrman. You are ordered to answer unless you inform 
the Chair that you feel that your answer might tend to incriminate 
you. 

Mr. Uuttmann. I repeat, sir, that the Constitution states that a 
man cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The Cuatrrman. Where were you born? 

Mr. Utimann. I was born in Brooklyn. 

The Cuarrman. What have you against this country ? 

Mr. Uttmann. Nothing at all, sir. 

The CHatrman. Do you feel that a Communist system of govern- 
ment would be of benefit to this country / 

Mr. Utitmann. No; I don’t think I do. 

The CHarrMan. You are going to incriminate yourself with the 
Communist Party if you are not careful then. 

Do you feel that our system is better than the Communist system ? 

Mr. Utitmann. I think it is by far, and there has never been another 
system like it. 

The CuHamrman. Do you know that the Communist Party is dedi- 

cated to the overthrow of this Government by force and violence ? 
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Mr. Uttmann. That, sir, I must decline to answer on the grounds 
that a man cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The Cuamman. Did you organize a cell and give speeches at cell 
meetings, advocating the overthrow qf this Government by force and 
violence and the establishment of a Communist system in this country ! 

Mr. Uttmann. I must decline, sir, to answer that on the grounds 
stated. 

The Cuarrman. Now, as a matter of fact, you gave any number of 
speeches to this Communist unit known as the Shore Club, did you not? 
And in those speeches did you not preach the Communist doctrine, the 
necessity of the destruction of this Government by force and violence? 

Mr. Utimann. Sir, I must decline to answer that under the pro- 
visions of the fifth, that a man cannot be compelled to be a witness 
against himself. 

The Crrarrman. When was the last time you contacted any present 
employees at Fort Monmouth, N. J., the secret radar laboratories, for 
the purpose of obtaining information from them ? 

Mr. Utimann. Sir, I must decline to answer that on the grounds 
stated. 

The Cuatrman. When was the last time you received money from 
the Communist Party in connection with your espionage activities ? 

Mr. ULtMANN. Sir, again I must repeat I must decline to answer 
that on the grounds stated that a man cannot be compelled to be a wit- 
ness against himself. 

The Cuamrman. Do you know a Bob Martin? 

Mr. Utiemann. Beg pardon. 

The Cuamman. Do you know a man known as Bob Martin? 

Mr. Utitmann. I must decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds 
stated. 

The Cuarmman. As a matter of fact you received secret documents 
from Bob Martin and you were the courier who transmitted those 
documents to a member of a Communist espionage group, is not that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Utitmann. I must decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds 
stated, that a man cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The Cuatrman. During all of the time you worked in the radar 
laboratories, were you a member of an espionage group ? 

Mr. Uttmann. I must decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds 
stated, that a man cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The Cuarrman, You are ordered to answer the question unless you 
inform the Chair that you feel that your answer might tend to incrim- 
inate you. 

Mr. Uttmann. Again I repeat the Constitution states that a man 
cannot be compelled to be a witness against himself, and there are no 
ramification to the statement of the fifth. 

The Cnarrman. How often did you visit the home of Julius 
Rosenberg ¢ 

Mr. ULLMANN. Sir, I must decline to answer that on the grounds 
stated. 
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The Carman. How often did you go to the apartment of Aaron 
Coleman in the year 1946? 

Mr. Uttmann. Again, sir, I must decline to answer that on the 
grounds stated. 

The Cuarrman. We have had testimony here that Coleman had 
in his apartment a sizable number of classified documents in 1946, 
and Army intelligence raided the apartment and removed some 40, 
and he testified at times he had other documents which he took to his 
apartment and returned to the laboratories. During the time that 
he had any of those secret or confidential documents in his apartment, 
did you visit the apartment and obtain from him any of those docu- 
ments or notes from the documents? 

Mr. Utitmann. Again, sir, I must decline to answer on the grounds 
stated. 

The Cuatrrman. Do you feel if you were to answer that question, the 
answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Utitmann. I recognize, sir, that the Constitution states that 
& man may not be compelled to testify against himself. 

The Cratrman. And you feel you would be testifying against 
yourself ? 

Mr. Utimann. I feel that any answer I may give may be in the 
nature of testimony against myself. 

The Cuamman. In other words, you feel if you were to answer 
that question it would be testimony against yourself ? 

Mr. UtitmMann. Sir, I repeat, the Constitution states that a man 
may not be compelled to testify against himself. 

The Cramman. Will you have the record show the Chair has 
asked the witness repeatedly whether or not he feels that if he were 
to answer he would be testifying against himself, that seems to be 
the formula he repeats; he refuses to tell the Chair whether or not he 
feels this would be testifying against himself. Therefore he is or 
dered to answer the question. And I assume you persist in your 
refusal. 

Have the record show that the witness sits mute and makes no 
answer. 

Mr. Utitmann. I beg pardon. I did not understand that you were 
addressing that to me, and I thought you were addressing that to one 
of your aides. Will you kindly repeat the question ? 

The Cuarrman. The reporter will repeat the question. 

Mr. Utimann. Sir, I feel that my answer to that question would be 
in the nature of testimony against myself, and as such I must—and I 
am most reluctant to do so, sir, and I have been right along—however, 
I must avail myself of the provisions of the fifth amendment which, 
from what I understand of it, does not imply either guilt or innocence, 
but protects a man in conditions like these; and I therefore must de- 
cline to answer on the grounds stated that a man may not be compelled 
to be a witness against himself. 

The Carman. Now you are taking advantage of our Constitution. 

Mr. Utiemany. I am proud of the Constitution, sir. 

The Cuarman. Please let me finish. 








122 ARMY SIGNAL CORPS—SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE 


os 


Mr. UtumManyn, I am sorry. 4 

The Cuarman. You have been taking advantage of our Constitu- 
tion, and I will ask you this simple question now: Is it not true that 
you repeatedly appeared before the Communist unit which you helped 
organized known as the Shore Club, where you personally advocated 
the destruction of the Constitution and the establishment of a Com- 
munist system here by force and violence? Is that correct ? 

Mr. ULLMANN. Sir, may I state—— 

Phe CHairman. You may just answer that question. 

Mr. Utimann. That I will—— 

Che Cuairman. Did you or did you not ¢ 

Mr. UttMann. Sir, I must decline to answer on the grounds stated, 
but I may remark— 

The Cuairman. I will hear no lecture from you if you refuse to 
answer whether you have made speeches advocat Inge the destruction of 
the Constitution on which you are relying today. 

All of the evidence indicates that you have been active over just 
as long a period of time as Julius Rosenberg and involved in the same 
type of filthy activities against your country, the country which has 
treated you rather well. Rosenberg has been executed, and you are 
walking the streets free. Do you not feel that if Rosenberg was 
properly executed, you deserve the same fate? 

Mr. ULLMANN. Sir, in answer to that, I would not willingly do 
harm to this country in any manner. But the question is that a part 
of the Constitution—I would not overthrow it—and I must decline 
to answer that question on the grounds stated. 

The CrarMan. You say you would not overthrow it. Have you 
repeatedly given lectures advocating the overthrow of this Govern- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. UniumMann. Sir, I must decline to answer that on the grounds 
stated. 

The Cuairman. At these lectures to the Shore Club and during 
your solicitation of people to join it, did you not state that it was one 
of the objectives of that club to infiltrate key spots in the Signal 
Corps laboratories at Fort Monmouth ¢ 

Mr. Uttmann. Will you repeat that, sir? That is rather lengthy, 
and IT could not follow it. 

The CHamman. The reporter will read it to you. 

(Question read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. UniMann. Sir, I must decline to answer that on the grounds 
stated. 

The CHairman. Did you go to Fort Monmouth within the last 
month and meet an individual employed there and receive material 
from him ? 

Mr. UniMann, Sir, I must decline to answer that on the grounds 
stated. 

Phe CHaiMAN. You were never suspended or fired from the Signal 
Corps, were you 4 

Mr. Utumann. I must decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds 
tated. : 

The CHamrMan. You will be ordered to answer. 

Mr. Uttmann. I must decline. 
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The CuatrmMan. That is a matter of record. 

Mr. Utimann. I beg pardon. 

The CuarrMan. It is a matter of record whether you were sus- 
pended or fired from the Signal Corps and you are ordered to answer. 

Mr. ULuMaANN. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Is the answer yes, you were suspended ? 

Mr. Utitmann. I was suspended. 

The CuatrmMan. From the Signal Corps or from the Air Corps? 
It is actually a fact you were suspended from the Air Corps and not 
from the Signal Corps, is that correct ? 

Mr. Utitmann. That is right. 

The CHARMAN. You were suspended from your work in the Air 
Corps, and you then went to work for the Signal Corps, and you 
never were suspended at the Signal Corps, is that correct ? 

Mr. UnitMann. Will you repeat that, sir? 

The Cuatrman. You worked for the Air Corps for a while and 
you worked for the Signal Corps for a while, and you voluntarily 
resigned from the Signal Corps, but you were suspended from your 
work at the Air Corps, is that correct ? 

You will be ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. ULLMANN. I am trying to follow you, sir. 

The Cratmeman. Let me ask you this simple question: Were you 
suspended from your work while you were working for the Air 
C orps ¢ 

Mr. ULtMann. Yes, sir; I was suspended at the time I was working 
for the Air Forces. 

The CuatrmMan. Did you voluntarily resign from the Signal Corps 
or were you suspended at the Signal Corps? 

Mr. Unimann. Neither, sir. There was a transfer in force from 
the Signal Corps to the Air Force at the time, and that was previous 
to that time. 

The CHarrMan. In other words, you were transferred to another 
job from the Signal Corps? 

Mr. Utitmann. No, sir; a new laboratory was activated, if I can re- 
call, whether that term is correct, let us assume it is; that is, a new 
branch of the laboratory was originated under the auspices of the Air 
Force, and a good number of personnel from the Signal Corps were 
transferred en masse to the new establishment. 

The Cuatrman. Just to simplify this, you were working for the 
Signal Corps, and then you were transferred to Watson Laboratories, 
which was taken over by the Air Corps, and Watson Laboratories was 
also doing secret and other classified work. When you were trans- 
ferred to the Air Corps, the Air Corps suspended you after you were 
transferred to the Air Corps, is that correct? 

Mr. UtitmMann. Well, subsequently, after a considerable period, of 
2 years espa 

The Cuatrman. And during all of the time you were working 
at the Signal Corps laboratories and at Watson Lab, that is the Air 
Corps lab, were you engaged in espionage and part of an active espio- 
nage ring? 

Mr. Utrmann. That, sir, I must decline to answer on the grounds 
that a man may not be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

The CuatmrMan. Will you give us the names of the other people who 
belonged to the Shore Club with you? 
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Mr. Utimann. That, sir, I must decline to answer on the grounds 
stated. 

The Cuairman. Do you feel that an answer to that question would 
tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. Utimann. I repeat, sir, a man may not be compelled to be a 
witness against himself. 

The Carman. You may step down; and you will consider your- 
self under subpena, subject to call. 

We will call Mr. Shoiket. 

Mr. Karz. May I request that no pictures be taken of my client? 

The Cratrman. No pictures will be taken. The rule of the com- 
mittee is that none will be taken where the witness requests his picture 
not to be taken. 

Mr. Karz. Thank you very much for the courtesy. 

The Cuarrman. That includes both the still cameras and the others. 

Will the witness stand and raise his right hand ? 

In the matter now in hearing before this committee, do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ? 

Mr. Snorker. Yes, sir, I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HENRY N. SHOIKET (ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, SIDNEY L. KATZ, NEW YORK, N. Y.) 


Mr. Carr. Your name is Henry Shoiket ? 

Mr. Suorker. That is correct. 

Mr. Carr. How do you spell the last name? 

Mr. Suorker. S-h-o-i-k-e-t. 

Mr. Carr. What is your present address, Mr. Shoiket ? 

Mr. Suorker. It is 1837 — 55th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Carr. Where are you presently employed ? 

Mr. Sunorker. I am presently employed at the Lawson Machinery 
Corp., New York City. 

Mr. Carr. Is that Manhattan? 

Mr. Suorket. That is correct. 

Mr. Carr. What is the address of that place ? 

Mr. Snorer. 426 West 33d Street, and they are manufacturers of 
papercutting machinery and machinery for the printing industry. 

Mr. Carr. They do no Government work at this time ? 

Mr. Suorker. They do no Government work, although some of 
their machines may have been sold to the Government. 

Mr. Carr. Where were you educated, Mr. Shoiket ? 

Mr. Suorker. I was educated in the Brooklyn public schools and 
then at the College of the City of New York, and subsequently at 
Penn State College. 

Mr. Carr. You were graduated from the College of the City of 
New York in the class of 1939? 

Mr. Suorxet. That is correct. 

Mr. Carr. Were you a classmate of Julius Rosenberg ? 

Mr. Suorketr. He went to school at the time that I did, yes, sir. 

Mr. Carr. How well did you know Julius Rosenberg ? 

Mr. Suorxer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Carr. Did Julius Rosenberg ever take you to a Young Com- 
munist League meeting? 

Mr. SHorker. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Carr. Did you ever join the Young Communist League? 

Mr. Suorker. I refuse to answer questions of this sort on the 
grounds of the first amendment as well as the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Carr. You never attended a meeting of the Young Communist 
League ? 

Mr. Snorer. I refuse to answer this question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Carr. Did you know Aaron Coleman at CCNY? 

Mr. Suorketr. When his name appeared recently in the newspapers, 
in my recollection I associated that name with a person who probably 
went to City College at about the same time as I did, but my recol- 
lection is rather vague. I was here at the open hearings yesterday, 
and his face was even less familiar than the name. 

Mr. Carr. He was in your class, but you say now—— 

Mr. Suorkert. I think he was, and I am not certain; the name 
strikes some sort of recollection in my mind, but that is about all. 

Mr. Carr. Do you recall now after having seen him that you at- 
tended any Young Communist League meetings with him? 

Mr. Suorket. I have stated to you that I recall only a vague recol- 
lection of his name as having occurred to me before, probably when 
I was at City College. 

The Cnarrman. You do not recall having attended any Young 
Communist League meetings with him ? 

Mr. Suorket. I don’t recall having had anything to do with Aaron 
Coleman. 

The Cuarrman. How about Julius Rosenberg? 

Mr. Suorker. I refuse to answer regarding any association with 
Julius Rosenberg on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Carr. Have you seen Julius Rosenberg since college days? 

Mr. Suorxer. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Carr. Did you see Julius Rosenberg during any period from 
your college days until his subsequent execution ? 

Mr. Suorker. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Carr. At no time? 

Mr. Suorxer. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Carr. You at one time worked for the Government? 

Mr. Suorker. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Carr. In what department ? 

Mr. Suorker. I worked for the Navy Department as an engineer. 

Mr. Carr. Was that in Brooklyn? 

Mr. Suorxert. In Brooklyn, as well as Mare Island. 

Mr. Carr. What were the years of that employment ? 

Mr. Suorket. You will forgive me if I make a mistake of a few 
months here or there; I think that I worked in the Brooklyn Nav y 
Yard either from the end of 1940 or the beginning of 1941 until about 
1943, and then was transferred at the Navy’s request to the west coast 
where I worked until I think 1947 or thereabouts. 

The Cuairman. How old were you then? 

Mr. Suorker. When, sir? 

The Cuatrrman. Let us take 1941. 








126 ARMY SIGNAL CORPS—SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE 

Mr. Suorker. In 1941 that would make me 23 years old. 

The CHamrman. Could you tell us why you were deferred from 
military duty ? 

Mr. Suorker. I was deferred from military duty because of the 
work that I was doing for the Navy, which the Navy considered to be 
of service to the war. 

The Cuarrman. Were you a Communist at that time? 

Mr. SuHorker. I refuse to discuss questions of Communist associa- 
tion on the grounds of the fifth and first amendments. 

The CHairMan. The question is: Were you a Communist ? 

Mr. Suorker. I refuse to answer this question, sir. 

The Cuatrman. On the grounds of self incrimination ¢ 

Mr. Snorker. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. Do you feel if you were to answer that question, 
the answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Suorker. I feel that answers to this question may in some 
remote Way incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman, Might incriminate you? 

Mr. SHorker. That is correct, sir. 

The Cuamman. If you feel it might incriminate you, you can 
refuse. 

Mr. Suorker. I don’t know the mechanism precisely, but the tend- 
ency is there. 

The Cuamrman. Then you are ordered to answer. 

Mr. Suoiker. Sir, I feel the answer to this question will tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Carr. The work that you were doing, Mr. Shoiket, at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard and then later at Mare Island Navy Yard, in 
California, was that of a classified nature ? 

Mr. Snorker. Let me take that up in two halves, if I may. 

Mr. Carr. Well, was it electrical work ? 

Mr. SHorker. Please. You asked a question regarding my work 
at two places. 

Mr. Carr. Tell us about the Brooklyn work. 

Mr. Suorker. To the best of my recollection perhaps 99.9 percent, 
if not 100, of the work was of a restricted but not of confidential 
nature, of no classification higher than restricted. I may be wrong, 
and there may be a single incident or two when some document ap- 
peared which was of higher classification than restricted, but I don’t 
recall it. At the Mare Island Navy Yard I was working on work 
which involved classifications of confidential. 

Mr. Carr. Was there work of a higher classification being performed 
at either of these places during the time of your employment, to your 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Suorker. I should think so. 

The CHarrman. Did you know any members of the Communist 
Party who were working at either of the installations you have 
mentioned ? 

Mr. Suorker. Sir, I refuse to answer questions regarding the Com- 
munist Party on the grounds previously stated. 

The Cuatrman. Did you ever belong to the Bund? 

Mr. Suorker. I did not. 

The Cuarrman. You never belonged to the Nazi Party ? 

Mr. Suorker. I did not. 
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The CuatrMan. Did you ever belong to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suorker. I refuse to answer any questions regarding Com- 
munist association. 

The CuarrmMan. Did a member of the Communist Party help you 
get your deferment from the Army ¢ 

(‘The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Suorker. Sir, repeat that question ? 

My deferment from the Army, sir, was obtained by my stating to 
my draft board exactly the nature of the work that I was doing, ‘and 
the draft board to my recollection wrote to the Navy, and whoever 
it is that answered this, I have no knowledge of it. No one helped me 
obtain my deferment from the Army. 

The Cuatmrman. You received your deferment on the basis the 
work you were doing was important to the defense of the country # 

Mr. Snorer. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. And you say you don’t know of anyone who inter- 
ceded in your behalf? You merely went down and made your own 
application for deferment ? 

Mr. Suorkert. I filled out the proper questionnaires and everything; 
it was according to channels and forms as required. 

The Cyarrman. Did any member of the Communist Party advise 
you to make this application for deferment ? 

Mr. SuHorker. Sir, I was not advised by anyone. This was a form 
put out by the Selective Service people who requested rather extensive 
information of a person regarding his domestic record as well as his 
work record, and on the basis of this I believe they decided that a 
deferment was to be granted or not. 

Mr. Carr. Mr. Shoiket, you were also employed by the Boeing Air- 
craft Co.? 

Mr. Suorker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Carr. That was in 1947? 

Mr. Suorker. I guess that is it, yes. 

Mr. Carr. What kind of work did you do at the Boeing Co. ? 

Mr. Suorketr. I was working in the vibrations unit. 

Mr. Carr. Elimination of vibrations? 

Mr. Suorker. That is correct. 

Mr. Carr. The aircraft company was engaged in the making of jet 
planes and jet motors ¢ 

Mr. Snorket. Jet planes and not jet motors. 

The Cuarrman. Do I understand that you saw the plans in their 
blueprint stage, plans for the new type of aircraft ? 

Mr. Suorker. I saw those plans which were pertinent to the work 
I was doing, and I don’t think artyone saw extensive plans, 

The Cuarrman. But you saw some of the blueprints for the plans 
that were in the drawing-board stage; is that correct ? 

Mr. Suorxer. Yes. 

Mr. Carr. Mr. Shoiket, following your graduation rome the College 
of the City of New York, you were employed by the Navy at ” 
brooklyn Navy Yard and then also at the Mare Island Navy Yard and 
also at the aircraft company, and you had one term of employment for 
the Sam aoa Co.? 
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Mr. Suorker. Yes, sir. 

Perhaps in this record you should also include approximately a 
month or two that, prior to any of these employments, during which I 
worked for the board of tr ansporti ition of the city of New York, if 
you are after a rather complete record. I worked for the board of 
transportation of the city of New York as a draftsman, working on 
the subways. 

Mr. Carr. You were a draftsman ? 

Mr. Suorket. This lasted about a month, yes. 

Mr. Carr. At the Sam Tour Co. what type of work were you doing? 

Mr. Snorker. At the Sam Tour Co., I was not doing any classified 
work. Iwasa mechanical engineer in charge of a mechanical depart- 
ment which consisted of a machine shop, and some metals testing 
equipment. We were engaged in routine metals analysis as well as 
work with sundry legal clients and we investigated why a particular 
scaffold fell down, or why some ship’s equipment failed to function, in 
legal cases. 

Mr. Carr. But the Sam Tour Co. did have some Government sub- 
contracts? 

Mr. Suorker. Subcontracts, yes, sir; none that I worked on, that I 
know of, were of a classified nature. 

Mr. Carr. So that from the time you left the College of the City of 
New York and were employed in these various employments which we 
have listed, we have included them all? 

Mr. SHorxer. I guess so. 

Mr. Carr. Up to the present date? 

Mr. Suorxer. Yes, I had a short spell of self-employment, if you are 
interested in that. 

Mr. Carr. So that in all of the time that you were so employed, after 
leaving the College of the City of New York, had you been in con- 
tact with Julius Rosenberg? 

Mr. Suorxer. Say this again? 

Mr. Carr. At any of the times, at any time from your leaving the 
College of the City of New York to the present, to the time of the 
Rosenbergs’ execution, had you been in contact with him ? 

Mr. Suorker. I refuse to answer this question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Carr. While you were working for the aircraft company, what 
plant did you work in? 

Mr. Suorker. What plant? 

Mr. Carr. Yes. 

Mr. Suorket. The Seattle plant, plant 3. 

The Cuatrrman. That was for Boeing Aircraft Co.? 

Mr. Suorxer. Yes. 

The CHamman, I think the record is clear on this, but just so 
there is no question, in the course of your work you did see the blue- 
prints for the proposed new jet planes while they were still in the 
drawing-board stage? 

Mr. Suorkert. I have explained that I saw blueprints of small sec- 
tions of the planes or those sections which pertained to the work on 
which I was working. 

The CuarrmMan. You were concerned with vibration work, and did 
not that require that you see the entire plan of the plane? 
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Mr. Suorger. If you are speaking of—well, let us put it this wa 
The sections on which I worked were rather widespread through the 
airplane, all right, sir. 

The Cuamman. Let us not be coy about this. 

Mr. Suorker. I saw plans pertaining to the airplane. 

The CHarrMan. To the entire plane? 

Mr. SHorket. I cannot speak for the entire plane, and I don’t know 
exactly what was left ont. And how can you ask me whether what I 
saw was complete or not? I don’t know. 

The CHarrMan. You apparently are a much better engineer than 
I am. 

Mr. SnHorger. If you will ask me the details, I will be glad to tell 
you whether I saw something. 

The CuarrMANn. Just amoment. You apparently are an expert en- 
gineer, and I know a little about engineering. You being a vibration 
engineer, can you tell us how you can conceivably do your job unless 
you could see the plan for the entire plane? How can you do your 
vibration work unless you see the entire plane? 

Mr. Suorxet. Can I expand on this for a second or so? 

The CHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Suorket. A picture or plan of an airplane in its bare outlines 
means nothing. What is necessary in any particular problem is de- 
tailed information regarding particular section of it. For example, 
when I was engaged in problems of engine installation, I knew con- 
siderable, and I had to know, on the details in which the engines were 
going to be installed, and so on. 

I might have known something about the structure details of cer- 
tain portions of the airplane, and I would certainly not know anything 
about, for example, the fire-control apparatus or many of the other 
items which would be involved. An airplane is a combination of very 
specialized fields. 

The Cuarrman. If your task was to eliminate potential vibration 
in a new-model aircraft, it was necessary, among other things, that 
you would know how much weight the plane was carrying, where 
the weight would be carried, and the size of the plane, and the wing- 
spread, and the horsepower of the motors, and the type of motor; isn’t 
that necesary ? 

Mr. SHorket. Some of these items you have listed, and in fact a 
majority of them, yes. 

The Cuarrman. So that at the time when you refused to tell us 
whether you were a member of the Communist Party, you were work- 
ing on the plans for the plane, and nothing was kept secret from you? 
It was necessary that you know practically everything about the new 
type of aircraft, wasn’t it? 

{r, Snorket. I beg to differ with you, sir. There are many things 
which I did not know about this aircraft. However, those things 
which were pertinent to my job, of course, I knew. 

The Cuarrman. Did you see Morton Sobell at any of the times that 
you were working on classified work for the Government ? 

Mr. Suorxket. I refuse to answer this question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. 

The Carrman. Self-incrimination ? 

Mr. Snorket. The fifth amendment; yes, sir. 
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The Caatrman. Do you have any brothers or sisters? 

Mr. Srorket. I have not. 

The CHarrmMan. You have none? 

Mr. Snorxet. None. 

The Cuamman. Your wife is not working for the Government? 

Mr. Suorket. She is not. 

The CHarrMan. I believe you were asked the question: Are you a 
member of the Communist Party as of this moment ? 

Mr. Suorker. I will not answer those questions, sir. 

The Cuamrman. On the grounds of the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Suorker. The fifth and the first amendments. 

The CrarrmMan. You have already been asked whether you ever 
belonged. Have you contributed part of your salary to the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Snorker. I will not answer any questions, sir, regarding the 
Communist Party, for the same reasons. 

The Cratrman. There is no blanket refusal. You must refuse sep- 
arately, and you can only refuse on the basis of self-incrimination. 
You are refusing on that ground ? 

Mr. Suorker. I am refusing because such answers may tend to in- 
criminate me. 

The CuHamman. You may step down. 

Mr. Snorket. Sir, may I say that you have not asked me—— 

The Cuatrman. Officer, will you remove this man ? 

Take him out. I want no speech from any man who refuses to tell 
whether he is trying to destroy this Nation. 

(The guard removed the witness. ) 

The CuatrmMan. He can make his speech outside if he wants to. 

Mr. Sam Snyder 

Is Mr. Sam Snyder here? 

Have the record show that Mr. Snyder appeared before the commit- 
tee in executive session in New York, and I do not have the dates. We 
will get the dates later. He was then informed he was under continu- 
ing subpena, and he was } Serr a wire on November 24, ordering him 
to appear on November 25 in New York, and he refused to appear at 
that time. 

He was sent a wire yesterday, ordered to appear this morning, and 
he is not here; and a wire went to his lawyer, Leonard Boudin, to 
inform Snyder to appear, and it was sent yesterday, and it has been 
established that Mr. Boudin received the wire. For that reason Mr. 
Snyder’s case will be referred to the Justice Department for contempt 
also. First, it will be presented to the full committee and then to the 
Senate. 

I may say Mr. Snyder’s case is of considerable interest in that he 
had been ordered suspended as a result of the work of the FBI and 
the G-2 at Fort Monmouth. The Pentagon board ordered him re- 
instated prior to 1953, and Mr. Snyder takes the fifth amendment in 
regard to Communist activities. This was all known to the board in 
the Pentagon who ordered him reinstated, and that points up the 
importance of getting the names of the board members who sat in 
these various cases of Communists. 

Mr. Adams, have you had an opportunity of taking this up with the 
Secretary? Here you have Snyder a fifth amendment case, and the 
Pentagon board ordered him reinstated; and I feel it is imperative 
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to this investigation that we call those board members and find out 
why that wasdone. Have you had a chance to take that up ‘ 

Mr. Apams. I have not. 

The CuHarrman. I wish that you would take that up. And Mr. 
Snyder’s case will be referred for contempt. 

Incidentally, do we have a list of the cases being referred for con- 
tempt, either referred to the Justice Department for perjury or 
contempt? I think we should read that list into the record. 

Mr. Morris Savitt ? 

Will you have the officer call his name outside the door so that there 
can be no claim that he was waiting outside? 

We will also have that done with the name of the previous witness, 
Snyder. 

Have the record show that Mr. Snyder’s name was called both inside 
the room and outside of the door, as well as Morris Savitt’s name. 
Savitt is under subpena and was ordered to appear, and he is also 
a client of Mr. Boudin. 

Mr. Joseph Perkoff. 

Mr. Perkoff, I understand, is not here either, and Perkoff was 
subpenaed also and his attorney was notified yesterday concerning the 
appearance, and he has been under a continuing subpena. No excuse 
has been given for his failure to appear ? 

Mr. Carr. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. How about Mr. Boudin’s clients, was any excuse 
given ? 

Mr. Carr. Mr. Boudin said this morning that he would not have 
them here. 

The CuatrrMan. So the record will be complete as to who Perkoff is, 
Perkoff is a close friend of Harry Hyman, and Hyman was before the 
committee in public session in New York, and at that time there was 
introduced into the record a vast number of telephone calls that Hyman 
has been making right up until the date of the hearing to various 
installations handling secret and other classified work, and Hyman 
has been identified as an undercover espionage agent before the com- 
mittee. Perkoff was head of a union at Fort Monmouth and has been 
accused in connection with Communist activities and alleged espionage 
activities, and he has taken the fifth amendment before the committee. 

I believe under the circumstances, Mr. Carr, without wasting any 
time with these people, we have their testimony, we will take the 
executive testimony and make that part of the public record and make 
sure that all three of these cases are submitted to the full committee 
and to the Senate and to the Justice Department for contempt action. 

If we cannot have some of these people who take the fifth amend- 
ment prosecuted for espionage, perhaps we can have them prosecuted 
for contempt. 

Does that conclude your witnesses ? 

Mr. Carr. Yes; it does. 

The Cuatrman. That will conclude the hearing for today, and we 
will recess until 10:30 tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon, at 11:50 a. m., the subcommittee recessed, to reconvene 
at 10:30 a.m. Friday, December 11, 1953.) 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1953 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met (pursuant to S. Res. 40, agreed to January 30, 
1953) at 10:30 a. m., in the caucus room of the Senate Office Build- 
ing, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy (chairman of the subcommittee) 
presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin. 

Present also: Francis P. Carr, executive director; Daniel G. Buck- 
ley, assistant counsel; and Ruth Y. Watt, chief clerk. 

The Cuairman. The committce will come to order. 

Mr. Joseph Percoff. Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Percoff, 
and be sworn ? 

In the matter now in hearing before the committee, do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Percorr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH H. PERCOFF 


The CHatrman. Will counsel identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Gouprrcu. Leonard E. Golditch, 25 Broad Street, New York 
City. 

The CrarrMaAn. How does counsel spell his name? 

Mr. Gotprrcu. G-o-|-d-i-t-c-h. 

The CHatrMan. I understand the reason that your client didn’t 
appear yesterday was that he felt that he did not have sufficient time 
to discuss the matter with his attorney and have counsel here. Is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Gorprrcn. No; that is not correct. The reason for it was that 
I received a call from Mr. Buckley of your committee, about a quar- 
ter to 6 at night as I was leaving my office, and it was impossible for 
me to reach Mr. Percoff by 11 o’clock that night. 

The Cuatrman. Did not Mr. Percoff receive his wire in the 
morning ? 

Mr. Gouprrcn. No; he received no wire. As a matter of fact, the 
only wire he received was one yesterday afternoon, after I had spoken 
by telephone with Mr. Buckley, of your committee. 

The CuarrMan. But what is his address ? 

Mr. Gotprrcn. 274 Madison Avenue. Asa matter of fact, the tele- 
gram is marked Washington, D. C., 3:37 p.m., on December 10. 
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The Cuamman. So you did not receive a wire the day before or 
yesterday ¢ 

Mr. Goutprrcn. That is right. Otherwise, Mr. Percoff would have 
been present and testified. 

The CuatrmMan. You have presented a reasonable excuse. 

Mr. Gotprren. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarmman. Mr. Percoff, we have had—— 

Mr. Gorprrcn. Mr. Chairman, before you start the questioning—— 

The CHarrman. May I say the rule of the committee, adopted 
unanimously, is that we do not hear from counsel. If the witness has 
anything to say we will be glad to hear from him. 

Mr. Gouprren. It isa preliminary objection. If you will remember, 
Mr. Chairman, when we were in executive session—— 

The CHarrMan. Mr. Counsel, it is a rule that I did not make, it is 
a rule adopted by the committee unanimously—— 

Mr. Gouprrew. Thank you very much. 

The CuatrrMan. By the seven members of the committee, that coun- 
sel would not be heard from, but that we would hear from the witness. 
I should pe rhaps give you the reason for that, and this is no reflection 
upon you personally, you understand. But from past experience, from 
the experience that Judge Medina has had in his court, for ex: imple, 
it was found that oftentimes the Communist attorneys of Communist 
witnesses would engage in delaying and hedging tactics. We decided 
not to let that happen before this committee. 

Mr. Gotpircn. I assume that is not a reflection upon anybody here 
this morning. 

The CuatrMan. It is not a reflection upon you or your client. It is 
merely a general reason for the adoption of the rule. For that reason, 
anything your client may want to say we will be glad to hear, but not 
from counsel. 

Mr. Percorr. In that event, Mr. Chairman, I would like to renew 
the objections my counsel made at the closed hearing to this inquiry 
and my being here. 

The ee A little louder, please; I cannot hear you. 

Mr. Percorr. I said I would like to renew the objections my counsel 
made at the executive session at which I appeared, this hearing, and 
to the inquiry and to my being here. 

The Cuarman. We understand your objection. The objection will 
be overruled. 

Mr. Percoff, you are here this morning because of testimony in 
regard to your activities while you were at the Fort Monmouth Signal 
Corps and since you have left. The charges made against you by 
other witnesses are of a very serious nature. You have a chance to 
deny those this morning or to affirm them if you care to. We will go 
over them in detail. 

No. 1, your name as of today is Joseph H. Percoff; is that right? 

Mr. Percorr. That is correct. 

The CuarrMan. P-e-r-c-o-f-f ? 

Mr. Percorr. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. Address, 274 Madison Avenue? 

Mr. Percorr. That is my office address. My home address is 1840 
Phaelen Place, New York City. 

The Cuarrman. Were you ever known by the name of Joseph 
Herbert ? 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Percorr. In view of the statement just made by the Chairman, 
in view of the statements made at the executive session at which I 
appeared, at which I was advised that this is an inquiry into Com 
munist activities at Fort Monmouth—— 

The CuatrrMan. And espionage. 

Mr. Prercorr. And espionage, I will have to refuse to answer that 
question on the grounds that in the first place I consider it my duty 
to refuse to answer any question concerning Communist activities 
or Communist politic: al activities, as an attack upon the rights 
guaranteed by the Constitution, the right of free speech, the right to 
be heard and to hear, the right to publish and to read what one 
pleases, the right to assembly and to associate with whomever one 
pleases, and guaranteed under the first amendment. I also refuse to 
answer the question on the ground that I believe that inquiry of this 
sort is a violation of the 9th amendment and 10th amendment which 
limits Congress’ power insofar as its rights are concerned to those 
specified in the Constitution, and I also refuse to answer the question 
on the ground that—— 

The CuatrMan. Yes? 

Mr. Percorr. That this inquiry is an attempt to establish a 
procedure by which ex officio oaths are extracted from witnesses which 
has been barred under the fifth amendment and also on the grounds 
that the witnesses cannot be compelled to testify against themselves 
as stated in the fifth amendment. 

The Cuatrman. If you feel that your answer might tend to in- 
criminate you, you are entitled to refuse, otherwise you will be 
ordered to answer. Do you feel that an answer to the question of 
whether or not you were known as Joseph Herbert would tend to 
incriminate you ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Percorr. I would like to object to the ruling of the Chair on 
the grounds that there isn’t a quorum of the committee here, and that 
as a member of one, as a committee of one, the chairman does not have 
the right to rule on these questions but only a majority has. The 
chairman under this situation only has the right to interrogate 
witnesses. 

The Cuarrman. You are ordered to answer the question unless you 
inform the Chair that you feel that your answer would tend to 
incriminate you. 

Mr. Percorr. I have already answered the question. And I refuse 
to answer it on the ground that the fifth amendment prohibits a 
witness to be compelled to answer against himself. 

The Cramrman. Have the record show that the Chair has given 
the witness ample opportunity, and still gives him the opportunity, 
to tell the Chair that he feels his answer would tend to incriminate 
him. He refuses to do so. He has been ordered to answer the 
question. He persists in his refusal to answer the question. 

I will ask him another question: Was your alias in the-—— 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The CuHatrMan. May I have the witness’ attention ? 

Would the witness care to hear the question before he consults with 
counsel ? 
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Mr. Percorr. If the chairman pleases, I am concerning myself with 
your first question. 

The CuatrMan. With the previous question. All right. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Percorr. Mr. Chairman, I would like to state my objection to 
the ruling of the Chair, but if the Chair insists on me answering the 
question in the manner he has put it, I feel I have already answered 
the question. I refuse 

The CnairmMan. You may state your objection. 

Mr. Percorr. What is that? 

The Cuatrman. You may state your objection. I thought you 
had, but you may state it again. 

Mr. Percorr. I feel I have already answered the question. I still 
refuse to answer on the grounds that the question may tend to 
incriminate me. 

The Crarrman. Then the order the Chair previously made that 
you answer the question is withdrawn. You are entitled to refuse if 
you feel the answer would tend to incriminate you. 

Let me ask you this question: Have you ever used an alias as a 
member of the Communist Party, while attending Communist meet- 


, 





Ings 

Mr. Prrcorr. I refuse to answer that question on all the grounds 
that I have previously stated, each and every one of them. 

The CHatrmMan. Just so we need not go through this every time, 
whenever you refuse, am I correct in assuming you are refusing on 
the grounds, among your other grounds, that the answer might tend 
to incriminate you? 

Mr. Percorr. Among all the grounds, each and every ground that I 
already stated. 

The CuHarrman. And the self-incrimination ground is included ? 

Mr. Percorr. It seems to me that my language was clear. 

The Cuairman. I am not arguing with you. Iam asking a simple 
question so we can save time. 

Mr. Percorr. You are only making me repeat answers to questions 
that have already been answered. 

The CuHatrman. I am trying to avoid this constant repetition by 
asking if I can assume that each time you refuse to answer one of 
the reasons for your refusal is that you feel your answer might tend 
to incriminate you. 

Mr. Percorr. That is correct 

The CuatrmMan. All right, we can save some time. 

Is it correct that your Communist Party card number was 17342? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that on all the previous grounds 
that I have already stated. 

The Cuarrman. You worked for the Signal Corps during what 
period of time? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
that I have already stated. 

The CHarrman. Did you engage in any illegal activities while 
working for the Signal Corps? 

Mr. Percorr. That question, Mr. Chairman 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Percorr. That question, Mr. Chairman, assumes that I have 
worked for the Signal Corps. I have never testified to that fact. 
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However, if the question were asked me whether I ever committed es- 
pionage, my answer would be “no.” 

The Cuairrman. We will get to that. 

During the years 1942 to 1945, were you engaged in any illegal oper- 
ations in connection with your work ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds that I 
have already stated. 

The Cuairman. Then, of course, you are entitled to refuse to tell us 
whether you worked for the Signal Corps in view of the fact that you 
refuse to state whether or not you were engaged in illegal activities 
while there. The answer would be incriminating. Normally, you 
would not be allowed to answer that way. 

The record shows, Mr. Carr, does it not, that this man worked for the 
Signal Corps until sometime in 1945 ? 

Mr. Carr. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And he was not separated but resigned; is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Carr. He transferred to the Watson Laboratory and then he left 
Watson Laboratory in March of 1945. 

The CuarrMan. And he left there voluntarily, does the record show, 
the Watson Laboratory / 

Mr. Carr. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrman. Now, Mr. Percoff, did you ever engage in any il- 
legal activities in connection with the Communist Party, or any 
members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
I have already stated. 

The CHatmman. Did you ever discuss any classified Government 
work with any member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds al- 
ready stated. 

The Cuarrman. You will be ordered to answer. So counsel under- 
stands the ruling of the Chair, the witness has volunteered the infor- 
mation that he has not been engaged in espionage. Therefore, he has 
waived the fifth amendment insofar as the field of espionage is con- 
cerned. If he gave secret material to members of the Communist 
Party, that could be espionage. He will be ordered to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Percorr. Mr. Chairman, I might point out that you asked me 
if I recall the question, you asked me if I ever turned over any classi- 
tied materials—I don’t know whether those are the correct words—to 
Communists. As far asthe Communist inquiry is concerned. Ihave 
already stated my position, that I will not answer any question that 
opens the door to any inquiry into political activities of any nature. 

The Cuatrman. We are not talking about political activities now, 
we are speaking about espion: ize against this country. You are or- 
dered to answer the question. And you have waived the fifth amend- 
ment in the field of espionage when you volunteered the information 
that you have not engaged in espionage. We are now questioning 
you in regard to your espionage activities. 

Mr. Percorr. Well, if the chairman 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Percorr. I object to the chairman’s ruling first on the grounds 
I have already stated, in that the chairman is sitting here alone, and 
a majority of the committee is not present, and further on the ground 
that the question interrelates itself and interlocks itself with Com- 
munist activity, and that if this committee will exclude inquiry into 
political activity, including Communist activity from its inquiry, I 
will be gl id to answer all questions insofar as espionage is concerned. 

The CuarMman. You are ordered to answer the question and you 
want 

Mr. Prercorr. I still refuse. 

The Cuatrrman. During the last 90 days, have you been in contact 
with individuals at Fort Monmouth who had access to classified 
material / 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
| previously mentioned. 

The CuatrmMan. You are ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. Percorr. I make the same objections to the chairman’s ruling 
and I still refuse to answer. 

The CuarrMan. This committee has the authority to investigate into 
espionage activities where it concerns the safety of this country. You 
have been named as an espionage agent. You have been named as a 
Communist. Your Communist Party card number is 17342. Your 
name in the Communist Party is Joseph Herbert. You have been in 
contact with people handling secret material at Fort Monmouth. We 
intend to go into that. You have no protection of the fifth amend- 
ment in view of the fact that you have denied espionage. 

Therefore, you are asked the question, did you not have direct. con- 
tact with individuals handling classified material at Fort Monmouth 
as late as September 1953, and did you not get material from them 
and pass it on to other members of the Communist Party? That is 
a very simple question. You have been accused of that. If that, is 
not true, you simply say “no.” If it is true, of course you are not 
entitled to the protection of the fifth amendment. You waived your 
privilege. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The CrarrmMan. You are ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on all the grounds I 
have previously mentioned. 

The CnarrMan. Just so there can be no question in the record, you 
deny that you engaged in espionage / 

Mr. Percorr. Would you repeat the question, please ? 

The CHatrman. Do you deny that you engaged in espionage 4 

Mr. Percorr. I do. 

The CuHatrMan. Did you ever take part in a conspiracy to commit 
espionage ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Percorr. [ do. 

The Cuarrman. You do what? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuatrman. The question is did you ever engage. 

Mr. Percorr. I never was guilty of conspiring in “espionage. 
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The CuaArrman. Did you obtain classified material from people at 
Fort Monmouth and pass that on to members of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
I have previously stated. 

The CuatrmMan. That would be espionage. 

Mr. Percorr. That would also be Communist activities. 

The Cuarrman. You denied espionage, you have waived your fifth 
amendment privelege. 

Mr. Percorr. I still refuse to answer the question on the same 
grounds I have already mentioned. 

The CuHatrman. You can build up as many counts as you care to. 
Have you been active in organizing a Communist cell known as the 
Walt Whitman Club? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds I 
have previously stated. 

The CHAIRMAN. Did you give speeches at the Walt Whitman Club, 
the Communist cell, where you announced the purpose of organizing 
that club was to infiltrate Fort Monmouth laboratories with 
Communists ? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the ground al- 
ready stated. 

The Cuatrman. Did you, at the Shore Club, or Shore Branch, of 
the Communist Party, also known as the Walt Whitman Club, discuss 
or hear discussed, by Communists, secret work being done at the Fort 
Monmouth radar laboratories ? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds al- 
ready stated. 

The CuarrmMan. You are ordered to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Percorr. I object to the ruling, as I previously objected to the 
other rulings at this hearing. 

The CuatrmMan. And you still refuse to answer the question, I 
assume / 

Mr. Percorr. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. While you were working at either the Army Signal 
Corps radar laboratories or the Air Corps lab at Watson, or the 
Air Corps Watson Laboratories, I should say, were you at any ye 
transmitting to the Communist oni or people known to you to be 
esplonage agents, any classified material that you were handling? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds I 
have already stated. 

The CHarrmMan. You are ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. Percorr. I make the same objections and still refuse to answer 
them. 

The CuarrMan. I assume that you understand the reason why you 
are ordered to answer the question? Just so there can be no claim at 
a future legal proceeding that you didn’t know what we were doing 
here, you are being ordered to answer the question because it involves 
the field of espionage. You have stated that you have not engaged in 
espionage. Therefore, you have waived the fifth amendment privi- 
lege in regard to espionage. 
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Mr. Percorr. I also understand that this inquiry goes to the ques- 
tion of Communist and political activities and any question relating 
to Fort Monmouth or anybody connected with Fort Monmouth would 
open the door to those questions, and I refuse to answer any questions 
concerning that. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cruamman. I just want to make sure you understood the 
ruling. 

When did you last see Aaron Coleman ? 

Mr. Percorr. If you are referring to— 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
I have already mentioned. 

The Cramman. Do you feel if you answered that question the 
answer might tend to incriminate you ¢ 

Mr. Percorr. On each and every ground that I have already stated. 

The Cramman. Does it include that ground 

Mr. Percorr. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. You are entitled to refuse. Did you know Harry 
Hyman? 

Mr. Percorr. Will you repeat the question, please ¢ 

The CuatrmMan. Will the reporter read the question ? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested. ) 

Mr, Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds I 
have already stated. 

The Cuarrman. Did you know Marcel Ullmann ? 

Mr. Prrcorr. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

The Cuarrman. As a matter of fact, you, Hyman and Ullmann 
have been engaged in obtaining secret material from the Fort 
Monmouth Laboratories and transmitting the information on to 
people known to you to be part of an espionage ring, is that not 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
I have already stated. 

The CuatrmMan. Do you feel that a truthful answer to that question 
would tend to incriminate you? 

[r. Percorr. I have already answered the question, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuairman. Do you feel that a truthful answer would tend to 
incriminate you? You understand, you are not entitled to refuse if 
you feel that perjury 

Mr. Percorr. I understand—— 

The Cuarrman. Please. You understand you are not entitled to 
refuse if you believe that perjury would become an issue. I will ask 
you the question if you feel a truthful answer to that question would 
tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Percorr. I have already answered the question. I refuse to 
answer on all the grounds that I have already mentioned, including 
the fifth amendment which prohibits compulsory testimony from a 
witness and protects a witness from testifying against himself. 

The Cuarrman. Do you feel that a truthful answer to the question 
which I have just asked you would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Percorr. I have given all the grounds that I have. 

The CuarrmMan. Do you feel that a truthful answer to the question 
would tend to incriminate you ? 
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Mr. Percorr. I repeat the same answer. 

The CuamrMan. Have the record show that the witness has refused 
to tell the Chair whether or not he feels that a truthful answer would 
tend to incriminate him. He is therefore ordered to answer the 
question. 

So there can be no doubt about the question: Mr. Reporter, will you 
read it to him? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on all the grounds I 
have previously stated, each and every one of them, and also object 
to the chairman’s ruling on all the grounds I have already stated. 

The Cuamman. Unless you inform the Chair whether or not you 
feel that a truthful answer would tend to incriminate you, you are 
ordered and your answer stands. 

Mr. Prercorr. I have already given my answer, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cyarrman. All right. Maybe some of you Communists, en 
gaged in espionage, will remove yourselves from circulation by con- 
tempt proceedings, even though you may be clever, clever enough 
to cover up your illegal activities. You may go ahead and build up 
counts against yourselves. 

When you worked at the Air Corps laboratories, did you ever trans- 
mit secret information to individuals known to you to be espionage 
agents ? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on all the grounds I 
have previously stated. 

The CHatrman. Have the record show the witness is ordered to 
answer. 

I assume you refuse? 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse—I still refuse to answer on all the grounds 
previously stated and on the same objections I have already stated. 

The CuarrMan. Did you, on February 7, 1945, at the time you were 
being transferred to Watson Laboratories, inform someone whom 
you thought at that time to be a member of the Communist Party, 
that you were being transferred to Watson Laboratories, that you 
were being tri ansferred there at the behest of the Communist Party, 
and you would be able to obtain valuable information from Wat- 
son Laboratories? The date is February 7, 1945. 

Mr. Percorr. I refuse to answer that question on all of the grounds 
that I have previously stated, each and every one of them. 

The CHairman. Have the record show the witness is ordered to 
answer. 

Mr. Percorr. I still refuse to answer on all the grounds I have pre- 
viously stated and make all the objections that I have previously 
made to the chairman’s ruling. 

The Crairman. I understand. 

Are you a lawyer, Mr. Percoff ? 

Mr. Percorr. That is correct. 

The CHarrman. Are you admitted to practice before any Govern- 
ment agencies ? 

Mr. Percorr. What was the question? 

The CHarrman. Have you been admitted to practice before any 
Government agencies? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Percorr. No. 
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The CHairman. Have you been admitted to practice before the 
Federal courts? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Percorr. No. 

The CHatrrman. New York State courts? 

Mr. Percorr. Yes. 

The Cuairnman. Where did you go to law school ? 

Mr. Percorr. St. Johns Law School in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The CuHarrman. When did you graduate ? 

Mr. Percorr, I believe it was 1935. 

The CuHarrman. You belong to what bar association now ? 

Mr. Percorr. I belong to the Bronx Bar Association. 

The Cuatrman. The Bronx Bar Association ? 

Mr. Percorr, And the National Lawyers Guild. 

The Cuarmman. And the National Lawyers Guild. 

Who is the president of the Bronx Bar Association ? 

Mr. Percorr. I don’t know. 

The CuarrMan,. Frank, I wonder if you would have the president 
of the Bronx Bar Association notified of this testimony. I do not 
think it will be necessary to notify the National Lawyers Guild. 

[ think that is all. You may step down. You are informed that 
you are under continuing subpena, and for the benefit of counsel, who 
is here, I will now inform you that this man’s case also will be re- 
ferred, first to the committee with a recommendation that he be held 
in contempt, and it will then be referred to the Senate, assuming that 
the committee agrees with me, with the recommendation that his 
case go to the Justice Department and the grand jury for indictment 
on all of the counts of contempt where it involves his refusal to an 
swer questions covering the subject of espionage. The Chair is of 
the opinion he has waived the fifth amendment insofar as the field 
of espionage is concerned, You may step down. 

Mr. Gouprren. Mr. Chairman, did you say the subpena continues? 

The CuarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Gouprren. Is that subject to 24 hours recall ? 

The CuHarrMan. Yes, 24 hours. 

Mr. Gorprecn. I think you ought to ask Mr. Buckley to at least 
give us that much notice. 

The CuarrMan. I may say the wire was sent to Mr. Percoff yes- 
terday morning. Why it was not delivered, I do not know. But we 
will take his word for it. 

Mr. Goiprrcn. We responded to that telegram, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuairMan. The wire was sent the day before yesterday, order- 
ing him to appear yesterday. If it was not delivered, that is not his 
fault. We will take his word for the fact it was not delivered. He 
is entitled to 24 hours notice. 

Mr. Gorprren. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuarrMan. I think this record should show that I have just 
been informed that Judge Pine this morning denied an application 
for a restraining order by attorneys against this committee. The 
attorneys who appeared were David Rein and Victor Rabinowitz, 
who ap pe ‘ared in behalf of—you read those names. 

Mr. Carr. Leonard Mins, Silvia Berke, Sidney Glassman, Ernest 
Pataki, Morris Savitt, Dianna and Benjamin Wolman. 
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The CuatrrMan. And for the record, I think it should be clear that 
all of these individuals have been named as ea PD by the com- 
mittee. Some of them have been named as having taken part in 
espionage activities. The application was Pe obtain the judge’s order 
to prevent these witnesses be Ing called before the committee. That 
application was denied by Judge Pine this morning. 

I merely mention that so the attorneys representing some of the 
other witnesses will be fully informed of it. I think this shows the 
vigor and the length to which the Communist P arty will go in an 
attempt to keep their members from appearing before this committee. 

Who is your next witness ? 

Mr. Carr. Louise Sarant. 

The CHairman. Mrs. Sarant, will you raise your right hand? In 
this matter now in hearing before the committee, do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

Mrs. SARANT. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LOUISE SARANT, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 
JULIAN C. TRUPIN, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


The CHarrman. Your name is Louise Sarant ¢ 

Mrs. Sarant. That is correct. 

The Cuatrrman. And your husband’s name / 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

The Cuatrman. What is your husband’s name, Mrs. Sarant ? 

Mrs. Sarant. I am not married. 

The CuarrmMan. Pardon. 

Mrs. Sarant. I am not married. 

The CHarrman. Then please give your former husband’s name. 
What is your former husband’s name? 

Mrs. Saranr. I refuse to answer under the protection that the fifth 
amendment gives me, in that a witness may not be compelled to testify 
against himself. 

The CHatrrMan. Would counsel identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Trurin. Julian C. Trupin, 217 Broadway, New York City. 

The CHatmrMman. I wonder if you would give the reporter your 
phone number, in case we should want to get in touch with your 
clients. 

Mr. Trupin. Courtland 7-0553. 

The CHarrman. Mrs. Sarant, were you ever present when your 
husband, Joel Barr, and Julius Rosenberg were discussing plans 
concerning espionage against the United States? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrmMan. You feel that your answer might tend to incrimi 
nate you ? 

Mrs. Sarant. As I understand it, the fifth amendment protects 
the innocent. 

The CHamman. You feel your answer might tend to incriminate 
you ¢ 

Mrs. Sarant. Since—— 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sarant. Since that is the interpretation that the committee 
insists upon, I will agree to that. 
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The Cuatrman. We do not insist on it. We do not know. You 
are the person who feels whether or not the answer would tend to 
incriminate you. If you feel it would, you are entitled to answer. 
Otherwise you will be ordered to answer. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sarant. I don’t believe that is a valid interpretation of the 
fifth amendment. However, I will accept it. 

The CrHatrman. I am not asking you to accept anything. I am 
asking you a simple question. Do you feel it would incriminate you 
if you tell us whether or not you were present while espionage against 
your country was being discussed. Do you feel that that answer 
would tend to incriminate you 

Mrs. Sarant. I do. 

The Cuatrman. All right. 

Now, for your information let me inform you as to the testimony 
heretofore taken. You will have a chance to deny this, if you care to. 
The testimony is that your husband, Mr. Al Sarant, worked in the 
Signal Corps laboratories at Fort Monmouth in the early 1940’s, that 
he was engaged in espionage at that time, he was part of the Rosen- 
berg spy ring, that he continued his contacts with people at Fort 
Monmouth for a considerable period of time after he left there, and 
that he continued to engage in espionage. The evidence indicates 
you were present and heard espionage discussed. If you were not 
present and never heard these people plot against this country, you 
simply say “No, I did not hear it.” If you were present, of course 
you are entitled to refuse, because the answer would incriminate you. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sarant. Are you stating now that I so testified ? 

The Cratrman. No; I was giving a résumé of the testimony against 
you, so that you will have ac chance to deny it, if it is untrue. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

The Cuatrman. Do you claim any of that testimony is untrue? 

Mrs. Saranv. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. Where is Mr. Al Sarant today? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHatrman. Do you know where he is today ? 

Mrs. Saran. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuamman. You understand he is a fugitive being sought, do 
you not ? | 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CuatrmMan. Did you refuse to give the FBI any information as 
to where Al Sarant is? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sarant. Iam sorry; what was the beginning of your question ? 

The Cnamman. Will you read the question to the witness? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested. ) 

Mrs. Saranv. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrmMan. Were you born in this country ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sarant. Yes, I was. 

The Cramrman. Are you a member of the Communist Party as of 
today ? 

Mrs. Saranvt. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 
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The Cuatrman. Do you receive money from the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CrHarrman. Do you understand the question? The question 
is, Are you a paid member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Sarant. I understand the question, and I refuse to answer 
under the fifth amendment. 

The CuHarrman. How many brothers and sisters do you have ¢ 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. You are ordered to answer. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Sarant. I don’t have any brothers or sisters. 

The Cuatrman. Why did you feel it would incriminate you to 
tell us that? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Sarant. Can you wait for a minute, please? 

The Cuatrman. Yes. Consult your counsel to any extent you 
care to. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

The Cramrman. Are you ready to answer the question now? 

Mrs. Sarant. Because of the general line of questioning of this com- 
mittee and the implications, and the innuendoes in the questions, I 
hesitated to answer the question as to whether I had brothers or sisters 
or how many, whatever it was, because 

The CHairman. As a matter of fact, there were two people who 
have passed as your brothers in the Communist Party, who actually 
were not your brothers; isn’t that the actual situation ? 

Mrs. Sarant. May I finish saying what I was saying before you 
interrupted me? 

The CuarrmMan. I want to ask you to answer that question. I want 
to ask you is it not a fact—— 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuarrman. Let me finish the question, please. Is it not a fact 
that in attending Communist Party meetings, two men used to attend 
with you and they posed as your brothers? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuatrMan. Where are those two men now ? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cratrman. What are their names? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuatrMan. You have no legitimate brothers and sisters; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuamman. Do you have any legitimate brothers and sisters? 
You are ordered to answer that question. 

Mrs. Sarant. No; I do not. 

The Cuarrman. You do not. Can you tell us why you passed those 
two men off as your brothers? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrmMan. Were they espionage agents? 
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Mrs. Saran. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Phe CuarrmMan. Has Aaron Coleman ever visited your home? 

Mrs. Saranr. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Phe Cuarman. In 1947 did Coleman visit your home on several 
OCCASIONS ¢ 

Mrs. Saran. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHamman. Have you, yourself, ever participated in a con 
Spiracy to commit esplonage ¢ 

Mrs. Saranr. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHairRMAN., Where does your father work ? 

The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Saran. Would you repeat that question, please ? 

Phe Cuamman. I said where does your father work. 

Let me phrase it this way, then: Does your father work for the 
Crovernment ¢ 

Mrs. Saranvr. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHairMan. You will be ordered to answer it. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

See Sarant. On what ground? 

The CrarMan. Pardon ? 

Mrs. Sarantr. On what ground am I ordered to answer that question / 

The Ciairman, On the ground that you are entitled to no fifth 
amendment protection in that question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer the question because of the nature 
of this investigation, which apparently attempts to tie me up with 
relatives that don’t exist and all sorts of fantastic, ridiculous situa- 
tions. 

The CuarrMan, You may think it is fantastic to bring people here 
who engaged in espionage against their country. We don’t. We 
think it is rather important to expose the spies, the saboteurs working 
against the country, the country that is supporting them. You appear 
here and refuse to give us any information and you in the past refused 
to give the FBI the information about a fugitive who has violated 
the espionage act. That means that you are equally guilty with him. 
1 now ask you, Is your father working for the Government? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

en, Sarant. Are you insisting that I answer that question even 
though I raised the fifth amendment— 

The CuatrMan. I am ordering you to answer it. 

Che witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sarantr. All right, then. He is not working for the Govern 
ment. 

Phe CHatrMan. Where is he working ? 

The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Saranr. I refuse to answer the question because I feel this 
committee is attempting to drag people into this investigation who are 
in no way related to the purpose of this investigation. 

The Cnairman, If that is the ground of your refusal, you are or- 
dered to answer. 

The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Saranv. Since you insist upon my answering despite my ob- 
jections— = 

The CuHatmrMan. Yes? 
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Mrs. Sarant. Would you repeat the question, please 

The Cuatrman. I will be glad to. Where is your father working ? 

Mrs. Sarant, My father is working in Ithaca. He is an attorney. 

‘The CuatrmMan. An atcvorneyv in New York? 

Mrs. Sarant. Ithaca, N. Y. 

The Crramman. Is hea member of the Communist Party ; 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Che CuarrMan. You are entitled to refuse to answer that. 

Mrs. Sarantr. What did you say / 

The Carman. Were you present—I said you were entitled to re- 
fuse to answer It. 

Mrs. SARANT. Thank you. 

The CuamMman. Were you present at a restaurant on 34th Street in 
New York City with your husband, and Joel Barr, and William Perl 
on an occasion when Joseph Levitsky brought Carl Greenblum to that 
restaurant, the purpose of the meeting being to look over Greenblum 
and decide whether or not he would make a suitable member ot your 
ring? I may say for your information, that is the evidence before 
the committee at this time. 

Mrs. Sarant. Would you repeat the question, plea 

The CuamrmMan. Would you read the question to a witness, Mr. 
Reporter ¢ 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested. ) 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Saranvr. It is quite a complicated question. 

I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know Mr. Greenblum? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CuHamman. The witness is informed that she will remain under 
continuing subpena. We may or may not want her back before the 
committee. Ido not know. Counsel will be notified if she is wanted. 

I am not sure if we asked you this question or not: Were you, your- 
self, engaged in espionage / 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHatrman. While your husband worked at the Signal Corps 
Laboratories, was he part of the Rosenberg spy ring? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrMAN. Do you know a Mr. Hyman Yamins? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrMan. Did Vivian Glassman ever attend any meetings 
th: it were attended by Mr. Rose nbe re and by you and your husband ? 

Mrs. Saranr. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment 

The Cuairrman. How about Joseph Levitsky ? 

Mrs. Sarant. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The Cnatrman. I believe you have already refused to answer as to 
William Perl? 

Mrs. SArRAntT. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrmMan. You may step down. 

Mr. Trurry. May I suggest to the chairman that if this witness is 
desired again, that I be notified at the same time, so that there won’t 
be this delay of about a day ? 

The CHarrman. If it is satisfactory, we will notify you and try to 
give you at least 48 hours’ notice. 
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Mr. ‘Trurtn. Thank you very much. 

The CHairman. The committee will now go into executive session 
in room 357. The public hearing is adjourned until Monday morn 
ing at 10: 30 at the Federal Building, Foley Square, New York. 

(Whereupon, at 11:45 a. m., the committee was recessed, to recon- 
vene at 10:30 a. m., Monday, December 14, 1953, in the Federal Build- 
ing, Foley Square, New York.) 





INDEX 


Page 

Adams, John__-__-_~- . ‘ " 130 
Air Corps (United State Ss) ‘ 123, 137, 139, 141: 
Air Corp (Watson Laboratories ) -. 123, 137, 139, 141 
Army (United States) al 121, io 130 
Army Intelligence (G2) __---- == Aoi; 180 
MONI: PONE ci ce htrene ak ; 2 e niches eased --.. 143, 147 
Berke, Silvia_.__.._- ne . — atl cei tic pn dite ac eam ee 142 
Boeing Aircraft Co_- E : Sal smacen, Rae See 
Boudin, Leonard__--__ riecel 7 — Seaisiasiicaacleem 130, 131 
Bronx Bar Association : eats 142 
procaisn, N. Yo... iene 119, 124-127, 142 
Brooklyn Navy Yard _. 125-127 
Brooklyn public schools ae . 124 
ae Sesehie as 126 
GCOITOSIE acaccnannn. si lnaciaocbaa s Salas 126 
City of New York__- : : 117, 1 24, 127, 128, 130, 131, 133, 143, 147, 148 
Civil Service Commission a : aetbonnaege le sbclacseanion acct oattde rae 115 
QOoleiian, Aaron... ........-. 4 ic ~~. 117, 118, 120, 121, 125, 140, 146 
College of the City of New York (C C NY ) ea 2% . 124, 125, 128 
Communist attorneys__-__~- eee es sniegiabedaseebae meat 134 
Communist espionage agents______-- nina acintceces BR ty Ee ee 
Communist Party.._.._..--- zs 118, 119, 120, 122, 125, 126, 127, 129, 
130, 134, 139, 141, 143, 144, 145, 147 

Communist Party (card No. 17342) : 136, 138 
Communist Party (Shore Branch) - anaes 139 
Communist Party (United States) a “118, 119, 120, 122, 125, 1% 26, 127, 129, 
130, 134, 139, 141, 143, 144, 4 ), 147 

Communist system of government_____- iis nisieniatieneecmandinns: Mo a ae 
CN 5 cde aieeminmaan sas aaa ccapenainanacmiaaeinds a 
Constitution of the United States om ae 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 135 
Department of Justice a Pa mala a . 117, 130, 131, 142 
Documents (secret) —-----__--~- oa ineenikiin: DE 
ee Building (New York City) = seal 148 
Federal Bureau of Investigatin (FBI) "130, 144, 146 
Fifth amendment (defined) _ ~~ iapusiaialiciasiel 118 
Fort Monmouth (G—2)---.---_.--. --~ ee : y 130 
Fort Monmouth, N. J-.----- 115-120, 122, 130, 131, 134, 135, 138, 1% 39, 140, 144, 147 
Fort Monmouth Radar Laboratories__- ; eee 
G-2 (Army Intelligence) — sovgsseg. a ae 
G-2 (Fort Monmouth) __ sasaianekactsaele 130 
Glassman, Sidney. ---~- aiughiocmientiies 142 
Glassman, Vivian___~--~-- ; 147 
Golditch, Leonard B___---_- “Gs 133, 134, 142 
Government agencies. —_ as Si a aie 141 
Government subcontracts__ F “ Cee oare 128 
Government of the United States____ 115, 119, 120, 122, 124, 125, 128, 129, 137, 141 
CANQURIIETI, NU Panett mcneee iiekinemascainiaie cstndetabagtoaase ok 147 
Herbert, uaa (see also Joseph Percotf) - 131, 134, 135, 138 
Se TAI ly, WEP ee scp tht versie sn pcb save nieactasio i adcieainuas aiesaadeed alee 131, 140 
Intelligence (Army, G—2) __~-~_- si Ms WE 
PS he Wierda camacicne ios Lae cseedieaceanite é iicetalieein.. Rae 
Justice Department__............_- a ahha 117, 180, 131, 142 
ge arn eee ee wckdons 124 
Lawson Machinery Corp. (New York C ity ) 124 
DOAN, IR arsine, street ance ccniee 147 
Manhattan ; caleba iid 124 





INDEX 


wy 
® 


Mare Island Navy Yard 
Martin, Bob 
Medina, Judge 
Mins, Leonard 
National Lawyers Guild 
Navy Department 
Nazi Party 
New York City 
New York City College 
New York State courts 
Pataki, Ernest 
Pearl Harbor 
Pentagon board 
Percoftt Toseph H ( Joseph Herbert 
Testimony of 
Perl, William 
Pine, Judge 
Rabinowitz, David 
Radar 
Radar Laboratories (Fort Monmouth) 
Rein, David 
Rosenberg, Ethel 
Rosenberg, Julius 116, 120, 122, 124, 125, 128, 143, 
Rosenberg spy ring 116, 
Rosenbergs’ execution 
St. Johns Law School (Brooklyn, N. Y.) 
Sam Tour Co 
Sarant, Al 
Sarant, Louise 
Testimony of 
Savitt, Morris “ 
Seattle plant No. 3 (Boeing Aircraft Co.) 
Selective Service 
Senate of the United States 
Shoiket, Henry N. 
Testimony of 
Shoiket, Mrs. Henry N 
Shore Branch (Communist Party) 
Shore Club 119, 120, 


tem idD Piohis mmwRPNwiet 
SOwlhoSTDHAScritwiok S 


fmt ee Pam dh lh fh eh ph fmt fedh feet fll fe je, peek fehl fem beh eh teehee beh beh eh eh eed 


He to PD oe PD DO ee oe LO 


m ONL 1D 


Jt > 
“IDiosri 


fh ek ek ph 
I 
he 


122, 
Signal Corps Laboratory (Fort Monmouth, N. J.) 116, 122, 


Snyder, Sam 


— =j: 


Sohe I. Morton 
Tavlor, Gen. Telford 
Tour, Sam (see also Sam Tour Co. ) 
Trupin, Julian C 148, 
Ullmann, Marcel 

Testimony of > 
United States Air Corps 123, 137, 
United States Army 121, 
United States Constitution 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 
United States Government 115, 119, 120, 122, 124, 125, 128, 129, 130, 
United States Navy Department . 125, 
United States Senate 
Walt Whitman Club 
Washington, D.C 
Watson Laboratories (Air Corps) 
Whitman, Walt 
Wolman, Benjamin 
Wolman, Dianna 
Young Communist League 


t 


et 
oe PO DLMY 


mori w kro tL Ll 


bee fat ped hhh ph fh mh hhh bh jee 
5 a] = 


oO 
we we bo 


path peel feels fem bee teal fell 
lo & RO YH 


the bo 





